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A Well Balanced Personality   The ‘balancing birds’ simply flock to Kevin Piercey at the BIG Little Science 
Centre. Perhaps he is a ‘bird whisperer’? Kevin was visiting with Tracey Epps’ Grade Nine Science class 
from Brocklehurst Middle School.  Classmate Greg Leighton looks on. 
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BBBIIIGGGSSSccciiieeennnccceee   
This Newsletter is a publication of BIG Little Science Centre Society Box 882 Station Main Kamloops BC V2C 5M8 

Location: George Hilliard School 985 Holt Street Kamloops BC V2B 5H1 Website  http://blscs.org 
Executive Director: Gord Stewart Phone (250) 554 2572 or (250) 554 BLSC  E-Mail: gord@blscs.org 

Assistant Operator: Susan Hammond Phone (250) 554 2572 or (250) 554 BLSC E-Mail: susan@blscs.org 
Newsletter Editor:  Dr. Gordon R. Gore  #200 - 760 Mayfair Street Kamloops BC  V2B 0E5   

Phone: (778) 470 8332  E-Mail: gordongore0@gmail.com 
 

More than 112,000 people have enjoyed visits to or from the BIG Little Science Centre!  
 

This Newsletter is received by more than 1,200 readers. 
Back issues of BIGScience can be viewed at http://www.blscs.org/Downloads/Newsletters/ 

 

The BIG Little Science Centre is open to the public at these times: 
Tuesday to Saturday 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

CLOSED SUNDAYS and HOLIDAYS 
Phone: 250 554 2572   E-mail Gord@blscs.org  or  Susan@blscs.org 

 
A family membership is $60.00/year. An individual membership is $45.00/year. A family membership consists 
of five directly related people. (This includes any combination of grandparents, parents and children).!Individual 
day rates are:  

Adults $6     Seniors $4      Youth $3        Family $15. 
Adults – ages 16 to 59          Seniors – ages  60+         Youth – ages 6 to 15 
Visit our website blscs.org for more details on the benefits of membership. 

 

Girls Do Robotics, TOO! 
 

For girls ages 10 and up 
 

Tuesday, February 5, 2013 from 3:15pm to 4:15 pm   
 

Free information meeting for all girls interested in being involved with a girls only robotics program  
At the BIG Little Science Centre.  

 
Are you a girl or do you know a girl who might be interested in designing, building and programming robots 
using the Lego Mindstorms Robotics system? Want to try making your own robot without boys in the same 
group?  Want to check out robots first, to see if this is really for you? At the meeting we will discuss what type 
of robotics program to create for the girls. They will have a chance to try out the robotics kits and really get a 
feel for how it all works. 
 
 If you are interested, join us for a free information meeting: BIG Little Science Centre, 985 Holt 
Street, Tuesday, February 5, 2013 from 3:15pm to 4:15pm. 

For further information: contact Gord at BIG Little Science Centre. 
250-554-2572   www.blscs.org 

If you are not available, but are interested, please contact us with your preferences. 
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Special Visitors 
 

On Monday January 21, we had a friendly visit with three members of the Okanagan Science Centre staff. 
Sandi Dixon, Kevin Aschenmeier and Ryan Jameson enjoyed a tour of our facility, and some ‘shop talk’ with 
Gord Stewart, Susan Hammond and Gordon Gore. 

 

 
 

Visitors Kevin Aschenmeier and Ryan Jameson of the Okanagan Science Centre were the first to try out our 
new version of Newton’s Cradle apparatus. Our new version uses extra large steel spheres. Thanks to volunteer 
Ken Schroeder, who constructed the special oversized ramp. (It works beautifully!) 
 
 

Saturdays at the BIG Little Science Centre 
Susan Hammond, Assistant Operator 

 
Each Saturday at BIG Little Science Centre, the Exploration Rooms are open with over 140 different hands-on 
exhibits. Plus, shows and special events occur every Saturday! 
 
Saturday February 2: Light and Colour Show at 11:00am and 1:30pm 
Discover what happens when you split light into parts and then put it back together again! 
 
Saturday February 9: Static Electricity Show at 11:00am and 1:30pm 
Our most requested interactive show. Is it time for your science centre hairdo? 
 
Saturday February 16: Magnetism Show at 11:00am and 1:30pm 
Explore the magical power of magnets, and observe the impossible! 
 
Saturday February 23: Music Day at BIG Little Science Centre  --- Sound and Wave Shows at 11:00am and 
1:30pm. An exciting activity-filled musical day, including performances and demonstrations of many musical 
instruments and sound experiments, too. 
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Brocklehurst Middle School Visits 
Gordon Gore Photos 

Tracey Epp’s Grade 9 Science classes, all four of them, visited the BIG Little Science Centre recently. Tracey’s classes 
are studying Electricity, and they visited us to see examples of different ways to generate electricity. Of course, they also 
visited the hands-on rooms while they were here. Brocklehurst Middle School science teachers make excellent use of 
our resource, and we enjoy their visits very much. The photographs illustrate some of the displays the students enjoyed. 
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For the Brocklehurst visit, the Light and Colour room was set up temporarily as a fourth hands-on room, with 
eight stations. At each station a particular method of generating electricity was featured. Gordon Gore 
designed the session, and hopes some day to have a permanent hands-on room featuring Electricity and 
Magnetism.  
 Thank you to all the volunteers and staff who assisted with the four sessions with Tracey Epp’s Grade 9 
classes. We were fortunate to have expert help from Eric Wiebe, Ken Schroeder, Gord Stewart, Lance 
Rouselle, and Jeanine Went. 
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Professional Development Day February 15 2013  
 

The BIG Little Science Centre is offering two all-day workshops for teachers of School District 73. Our 
science workshops for teachers are always hands-on, practical and fun. 
 
These are offsite all-day sessions held at the Big Little Science Centre at 985 Holt Street (former George 
Hilliard Elementary School), to begin at 10:45 in order to allow participants to see the keynote at TRU and 
then transport themselves to the Centre.  For both groups, we encourage teachers to reserve the afternoon to 
take a thorough look at the hands-on rooms. There is a wealth of practical, ‘hands-on’ science in those rooms! 
 
 

Elementary Teachers (Grades 3 to 7) 
Starting Location: The ‘Wet Lab’ at the BIG Little Science Centre 

Hands-On Science that Makes Kids Think 
 
This is a "must" for elementary teachers ... no boring theoretical and philosophical discussions. Jim Hebden 
and Keith Chambers will be presenting a workshop for grades 4 to 7 teachers that will feature activities that 
can be taken directly into the classroom the next day. A large "goody bag" of materials will enable teachers to 
present a large number of activities that will grab kids attention and make them observe critically, think about 
counterintuitive and fun events, and think about how to improve results of investigations. Most of the activities 
have just about everything needed for immediate usage and all use readily available everyday materials. A 
complete teacher's guide accompanies the goody bag, and includes what kids will experience and WHY things 
happened (in clear everyday language), a description of what needs to be done before and during the activity, 
extensions, sources of replacement materials, and science topics covered. Attendees will engage in as many as 
possible of the activities during an activity-packed session.   

 
 

Secondary Science (8 to 12) and Physics Teachers 
Starting Location: Light and Colour Demonstration Room 

Science of Light and Colour  
 
The Science of Light and Colour session in the morning, presented by Gordon Gore and Ken Schroeder, 
will feature our popular Light and Colour Show, expanded to include more detail for teachers. The Light and 
Colour show includes topics such as: the visible spectrum and beyond; flame tests and spectra of gaseous 
elements; ultraviolet light and fluorescence, mixing coloured lights, laser light, reflection, refraction, fibre 
optics, fluorescent olive oil, the ‘magic mirror’, and disappearing ‘jelly marbles’. Ken Schroeder will 
demonstrate his very colourful triple ammonia fountain. 
 
 Special stations will be set up illustrating a few of the  ‘lab’ activities visiting classes can do when they 
visit the BIG Little Science Centre. After lunch break, guests will have ample time to visit the three ‘hands-on’ 
rooms, where displays will include items that are not usually available for the public, because of their 
specialized and/or fragile nature. 
 
 We hope that many district physics and other secondary science teachers will attend and enjoy the 
company of like-minded colleagues from other schools in the district. 
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If I Ruled the World (of Elementary Science Education) 
 

Gordon Gore (A Personal Opinion) 
 

Once in a while I look at the official British Columbia Science Curriculum, to see what our young visitors are ‘supposed 
to be learning’ at various grade levels. The outline for grades K to 7 is 500 pages long! The word ‘prescribed’ occurs over 
and over again. Honestly, I wonder for whom these elaborate and very detailed guides with their lists of ‘Prescribed 
Learning Outcomes’ are really written.  
 
Experienced teachers with a science background will likely take a look at the lengthy tomes, ‘get the drift’, and then do 
their own thing and do a great job. 
 
Perhaps the detailed outlines are designed by well-meaning committees of course designers to help teachers who have 
little or no background in science. If so, then one wonders if all this detail and ‘prescription’ might actually turn some 
teachers completely off so that they end up not teaching any science at all! 
 
I wonder what would happen if, for teachers with little science background, a well-illustrated teacher-directed guide text 
with specific ideas for tactile, hands-on, minds-on science activities, written by one very good and very experienced 
elementary science teacher, with a reasonable amount of ‘content’, might be more useful than a book of endless lists 
designed by a committee. 
 
The author of this teacher-directed guide text would be aware of the many lofty objectives of the course the committee 
designed, but would use his experience and common sense to create a ‘teachable’ science course for each grade that 
would appeal to kids and their teachers. 
 
I would hope that this teacher-directed guide text author would place a lot of emphasis on arithmetic and measurement in 
simple experiments, so that students painlessly develop number sense. Arithmetic is much more easily learned when it is 
used in context. (For example, measurement of distances with a centimeter ruler requires the use of decimal fractions.) 
Complex science concepts can be learned later, when kids have developed good number sense. 
 
Teachers with a solid science background might use the guide text, or not. Many of these keen people ‘do their own thing’ 
anyway. Having too many ‘prescribed outcomes’ only dulls their creativity. 
 
That’s my humble opinion. What do readers think? Let me know. 
 

 
 

Being ‘disembodied’ can be painful. However, we always glue the head back on before visitors leave us. 
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Canada Science and Technology Museum 
 

Links to Some Useful Resources 
 

Sandra Corbeil 
Director, Educational Strategy | Directrice de la Stratégie d'éducation 

Education, Programs and Events | Éducation, programmes et événements 
Canada Science and Technology Museum | Musée des sciences et de la technologie du Canada 

(613) 990-4043 
 
Edukits - may be rented by educators (not just school teachers) for one month and contain material and instructions for 
many activities....  
http://www.sciencetech.technomuses.ca/english/schoolzone/edukit.cfm  
http://www.sciencetech.technomuses.ca/francais/schoolzone/edukit.cfm  
Do Try this At Home - online resources intended for a non-classroom audience ...  
http://www.sciencetech.technomuses.ca/english/schoolzone/try-this-out.cfm  
http://www.sciencetech.technomuses.ca/francais/schoolzone/essayez-ceci.cfm  
Virtual Programs and Educational Activity Kits - downloadable resources that can be used to prepare for a visit or 
simply to explore a topic, often reflect formal curriculum but are enjoyed by non-classroom educators and groups as 
well....  
http://www.sciencetech.technomuses.ca/english/schoolzone/virtual_programs.cfm  
http://www.sciencetech.technomuses.ca/francais/schoolzone/programmes_virtuels.cfm  
http://www.agriculture.technomuses.ca/english/schoolprograms/educational_activity_kits.cfm 
http://www.agriculture.technomuses.ca/francais/schoolprograms/trousses_activites_educatives.cfm  
Family Astronomy Workshops Out-of-this-world fun for kids!  
http://sciencetech.technomuses.ca/english/whatson/astronomy-programs.cfm  
Ateliers pour la famille sur l'astronomie Extraordinaires ateliers pour enfants!  
http://sciencetech.technomuses.ca/francais/whatson/programmes-astronomie.cfm  
The Summer Institute for Elementary Teachers (SIET) is a three-day professional learning workshop for Canadian 
kindergarten to grade 6 teachers. The program shares innovative strategies for integrating science, technology, 
engineering, and math into classroom lessons. Educators explore ways to make science come alive for their students, and 
discover new ways to have students apply their knowledge. Teachers come away from SIET equipped with information 
and resources to share with other teachers in their home communities.  
 The Museum will host the third annual SIET from July 16 to 18 onsite in Ottawa.  
 

For more information, please visit www.teachinst.technomuses.ca. 
 

New Volunteer 
 

   
 

Jeanine Went is volunteering at the BIG Little Science Centre. Jeanine has a science degree in biology, and is 
enrolled in the teacher education program at Thompson Rivers University. Welcome, Jeanine! 
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More Puns from the Internet 
Forwarded by Terry Dale 

 
When chemists die, they barium. 
Jokes about German sausage are the wurst. 
I know a guy who's addicted to brake fluid. He says he can stop any time. 
How does Moses make his tea? Hebrews it. 
I stayed up all night to see where the sun went. Then it dawned on me. 
This girl said she recognized me from the vegetarian club, but I'd never met herbivore. 
I'm reading a book about anti-gravity. I just can't put it down. 
I did a theatrical performance about puns. It was a play on words. 
They told me I had type-A blood, but it was a Type-O. 
PMS jokes aren't funny. Period. 
Why were the Indians here first? They had reservations. 
We're going on a class trip to the Coca Cola factory. I hope there's no pop quiz. 
I didn't like my beard at first. Then it grew on me. 
Did you hear about the cross-eyed teacher who lost her job because she couldn't control her pupils? 
When you get a bladder infection urine trouble. 
Broken pencils are pointless. 
I tried to catch some fog, but I mist. 
What do you call a dinosaur with an extensive vocabulary? A thesaurus. 
England has no kidney bank, but it does have a Liverpool. 
I used to be a banker, but then I lost interest. 
I dropped out of communism class because of lousy Marx. 
All the toilets in New York 's police stations have been stolen. The police have nothing to go on. 
I got a job at a bakery because I kneaded dough. 
Haunted French pancakes give me the crepes. 
Velcro - what a rip off! 
A cartoonist was found dead in his home. Details are sketchy. 
Venison for dinner again? Oh deer!   
 

 
                                    Ehren Stillman Cartoon 
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Westsyde Secondary Visits 

  
 

WSS teachers Jenn Filek and Cleve Maartman at ‘work’(?) 
 

Teachers Jenn Filek and Cleve Maartman brought along their work experience students so they could watch 
the Light and Colour show and visit the hands-on rooms at the BIG Little Science Centre. We noticed that Jenn 
and Cleve were having as much fun as their students.  
 

 
 

2013 Edition of Science Fun for Home and School  will be available in print form very 
soon. This handy sourcebook contains 160 pages of ideas taken from BIGScience, this newsletter. A source of 
ideas for science activities and experiments you can do with your classes or with your own kids. Edited by 
Gordon R. Gore, Founder of the BIG Little Science Centre. Introductory Price: $11.95. 
 

All proceeds from the sale of this book go to the BIG Little Science Centre. 


